	

	Welcome!
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	Hello computer scientists & engineers!  I am looking forward to a great semester with you as we work to develop 21st century skills in Creativity, Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration and Career exploration.

	What do we learn about in “Technology”?  [image: image2.jpg]



	How can you program a robot to turn a corner?  What is involved in writing an android app?  How can you program a character to move and interact on a screen? We will explore these questions and more this semester in Tech!
Our “Big Idea” or goal for this semester is:  

I can write a problem solving program and document my process.
We will be using LEGO Mindstorm kits, MIT App Inventor and Scratch this semester to introduce basic robotic engineering & programming skills, app creation and designing animated stories or games.  Students will be required to use critical thinking, problem solving and team work skills to create, innovate and demonstrate proficiency in several tech challenges throughout the semester.

	What materials will I need for this class?
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	· A section in your 3-ring binder just for Tech stuff! 

· Planner 

· Pen/Pencil/Paper
These materials must be with you in class DAILY.  While much of our work takes place digitally, there will be handouts and a need to keep track of our projects in your student planner.


	What will I be scored and evaluated on?
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	You will be scored and evaluated on district and state technology standards:
· Create innovative products and solve problems using technology 

· Use digital technology to communicate and work collaboratively 

· Use digital tools to investigate and evaluate information

· Demonstrate understanding of technology systems & operations
Each assignment we have will be directly related to one or more of these standards. You will be introduced to each standard and related performance expectations as we go through the semester.
As in all your other classes you will also be evaluated on Success Attributes.  We will discuss in class what contributes to your overall Success Attributes score.

	How will I be scored?
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	We will spend time in class with each assignment clarifying what “Meets Standard” looks like and you will be provided rubrics and checklists that outline expectations.  We will have opportunities to practice each standard multiple times so the focus is all about your learning & improvement over the semester. (continued on back)
For each standard you will be scored using the following scale:

4 - Exceeding Standard

3 - Meeting Standard

2 - Approaching Standard

1 – Not Meeting Standard

	What kind of homework will I have in Tech? [image: image6.png]
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	Most of the work I expect from you will take place during class time.  If you use your class time efficiently and stay on task, you should have no problem completing work in class and on time.  
If you are unable to complete a project or assignment during the class time provided, or if you miss a day of class, you will need to plan on completing work outside of class. 

It depends on the type of assignment missed whether you will be able to complete the work at home on your own or if you will need to use in-class resources.  Check Edmodo from your home computer or smart phone (you can download the Edmodo app) to see what we did in class and try to complete it on your own.  Both MIT app inventor and Scratch are available for free download on your home computer if you have an internet connection. LEGO Mindstorm robots will not be able to leave the classroom.  If you need to complete missing or late work in our class room, you can make an appointment with Ms. Larson to come in before or after school on a “B” day.


	How can my parents or I contact Ms. Larson or get extra help?
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	I only work B days this school year.  Please keep this in consideration when contacting me or scheduling a time to make up work or get additional help.

Phone: (360)676-6454 x4802
· Between 8 am and 9:15 am or 3:45-4:15 pm.  Please leave a message if I am unable to answer the phone and I will return your call as soon as possible.

Email:  lynnelle.larson@bellinghamschools.org 

· Anytime.  I will try to get back with you within 24 hours.

Homework/Class Help:  I am available most B days before & after school. Please make an appointment if you need some additional support!

	How can I stay on top of what’s happening in class? 
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	We will be using a variety of digital resources such as Edmodo, Skyward and a class website to keep track of our work and assignments over the course of the semester.  I will introduce them throughout the first few weeks of the class and provide additional information on them at that time.  Our class website is:
shuksantech.weebly.com
The 8th grade team sends out weekly email newsletters about what is happening in 8th grade courses. Check at the bottom of the newsletter for elective updates.

Parents & Guardians, assignments and projects will be updated regularly on Skyward.  Please check there to see how your student is doing.  You can also expect monthly progress reports sent home with your student outlining their progress towards our class standards.


Notes:





Class Notes for Technology Elective


Please read and share with your family. Keep this sheet in your 3-ring binder for reference throughout the semester!





Topic: Technology Syllabus – 8th grade





Name:  


Elective Period:








