	

	Welcome!
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	Hello computer specialists!  I am looking forward to a great semester of exploring technology and learning NEW and exciting tools with you!  We will be using technology to communicate, collaborate, inspire creativity, and spark critical thinking.



	What do we learn about in 6th grade “Media Apps”? [image: image2.jpg]



	How can I use technology to showcase my work?  What are margins and how do I change them?  How can you find the website that will provide you with the information you need at a level you can understand? We will explore these questions and more this semester in Media Apps!
Our “Big Idea” or goal for this semester is:  

I can demonstrate basic technology skills and use digital technology to research and communicate effectively
We will be using Glogster, Common Sense Media, Word & PowerPoint this semester to set students up for digital success in middle school.  Students will also become familiar with navigating our school servers, naming, saving and organizing files and turning in work electronically.  Students will also demonstrate their understanding of online ethics and digital citizenship in Media Apps this semester. 

	What materials will I need for this class?
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	· A section in your 3-ring binder just for Media Application stuff! 

· Planner, Pen/Pencil & Notebook paper 
· ear buds/headphones* (optional)
The materials in BOLD must be with you in class DAILY.  While much of our work takes place digitally, there will be handouts and a need to keep track of our projects in your student planner.



	What will I be scored and evaluated on?
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	You will be scored and evaluated on district and state technology standards:

· Create innovative products and solve problems using technology 

· Use digital technology to communicate and work collaboratively 

· Use digital tools to investigate and evaluate information 
· Demonstrate understanding of technology systems & operations
Each assignment we have will be directly related to one or more of these standards. You will be introduced to each standard and related performance expectations as we go through the semester. 

As in all your other classes you will also be evaluated on Success Attributes.  We will discuss in class what contributes to your overall Success Attributes score.

	How will I be scored?
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	We will spend time in class with each assignment clarifying what “Meets Standard” looks like and you will be provided rubrics and checklists that outline expectations.  We will have opportunities to practice each standard multiple times so the focus is all about your learning & improvement over the semester. (continued on back)
For each standard you will be scored using the following scale:

4 - Exceeding Standard

3 - Meeting Standard

2 - Approaching Standard

1 – Not Meeting Standard

	What kind of homework will I have in Media Applications? [image: image7.png]
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	Most of the work I expect from you will take place during class time.  If you use your class time efficiently and stay on task, you should have no problem completing work in class and on time.  
If you are unable to complete a project or assignment during the class time provided, or if you miss a day of class, you will need to plan on completing work outside of class. 
Much of what we do in class you can complete at home if you have a computer with internet access.  Check Edmodo from your home computer or smart phone (you can download the Edmodo app) to see what we did in class and try to complete it on your own.  

If you do not have computer & internet access, you can use computers in the school library before school, during lunch or after school.  If you need to complete missing or late work in our class room, you can make an appointment with Ms. Larson to come in before or after school on a “B” day.


	How can my parents or I contact Ms. Larson or get extra help?
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	I only work B days this school year.  Please keep this in consideration when contacting me or scheduling a time to make up work or get additional help.

Phone: (360)676-6454 x4802
· Between 8 am and 9:15 am or 3:45-4:15 pm.  Please leave a message if I am unable to answer the phone and I will return your call as soon as possible.

Email:  lynnelle.larson@bellinghamschools.org 

· Anytime.  I will try to get back with you within 24 hours.

Homework/Class Help:  I am available most B days before & after school. Please make an appointment if you need some additional support!

	How can I stay on top of what’s happening in class? 
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	We will be using a variety of digital resources such as Edmodo, Skyward and a class website to keep track of our work and assignments over the course of the semester.  I will introduce them throughout the first few weeks of the class and provide additional information on them at that time.  Our class website is:

shuksantech.weebly.com
The 6th grade teams send out weekly email newsletters about what is happening in 6th grade courses. Check at the bottom of the newsletter for elective updates.

Parents & Guardians, assignments and projects will be updated regularly on Skyward.  Please check there to see how your student is doing.  You can also expect monthly progress reports sent home with your student outlining their progress towards our class standards.


Notes:





Class Notes for Media Apps Elective


Please read and share with your family. Keep this sheet in your 3-ring binder for reference throughout the semester!





Topic: Media Application Syllabus – 6th Grade





Name:  


Elective Period:








